vironment for laboratory mice and
ay enhance their welfare.
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In experiment I, female mice
were placed in enriched housing
system containing hesting
material, or control cages. Mice
behaviour in home cage was
observed during two periods with
one week in between to
determine if the enrichment was
still being used. Risk assessment
and anxiety behaviours were
observed in an open field test,
During experiment II,
enrichment in the shape of a
maze, was introduced to male
rats. The observation procedure
was performed in the same way
as in experiment I. Food was
placed in the corners of the
maze; the control cages were
provided food ad libitum

en the enriched housing system and
ntrol cage a difference was
obsgrved in grooming and sleeping where
thegSe behaviours was performed more by
control group. These two results
htradict each other when grooming is
aid to show /ess in the animals with
enrichment while sleeping is more
prominent in an enriched system. The fact
that rearing occurred more in the control
housing can easily is explained by the
structure of the cage. In the control
housing the roof was ftransparent and
therefore inviting to rear, while in the
enriched cage the roof was a maze
through which the rats couldn't see.
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